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will probably have coated over his intellectual store
with a superficial varnish of French. Of history,
geography, mathematics, and positive sciences, as of
English, German, or any other European tongue, ex-
cept the all-supplementing French, he is, and will for
all his life, remain blissfully ignorant. But in cigarette-
smoking, in gambling, probably in vice, perhaps in
drinking, and certainly in the arts of lounging and time-
wasting, he is already a creditable proficient, almost a
master. If learning only went by contraries, he might
have farther acquired the science of economy from the
paternal housekeeping, truthfulness and honour from
the ' Khizmetkars' and * Chibookjees' (house-servants
and pipe-bearers), his earliest and closest associates,
diligence from the lads of his own age and standing at
school and in the street, and job-hating probity from
the French and Levantine examples held up to his
admiration as pattern types of civilisation and progress.
Needs not track our hero minutely through the
various phases of his after career, which we will
suppose an upward one, in service and in salary.
But whether his ultimate apotheosis rank him among
the ' Musheers/ or privy-councillors, those first mag-
nitude stars of the Ottoman Empire, or whether de-
ficiency of patronage and of purse detain him in the
dim nebula of ' Kateebs/ or Government clerks;
whether his lines be cast among the ' Mudeerliks'
and ' Kaimmakamliks' (local prefectures) of some dis-
tant half-barbarous province, or fall in pleasant places
under the immediate shadow (the broiling sun we
should rather say) of the august '.Kapoo' or Con-
stantinople Downing Street itself, the man is still
the same. At twenty, at eighteen, at sixteen even,
his character was formed for life. The intellectual
coating, thinner or thicker, which French professor^